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Mao Yuyi 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2013 

Hello! I am Mao Yuyi. It is a great honour for me to become an awardee 

of the Hong Kong PhD fellowship (HKPF) and share my experience here.  

I have got my bachelor's degree from Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 

China in 2013. After which, I joined Department. of ECE, HKUST as a 

PhD student. HKUST is one of the leading university in Asia, famous not 

only for its contribution to cutting-edge research and nurturing highly qualified students, but also for its charming campus 

and unforgettable sea view. It is a precious opportunity for me to get admitted to HKUST for my postgraduate study. 

Additionally, thanks to the HKPF, my economic burden during the staying in Hong Kong is liberated, and thus I can fully 

concentrate myself on the study and research. 

Because of the high standard requirement, students in HKUST need to work very hard and the pace of life is 

unimaginably fast. Fortunately, our school, departments and faculties are acting as a powerful hand, to help us step 

forward and get out of the difficulties. Also, they are always willing to be a pair of faithful eyes, to witness our growth in 

the best time of our life. In HKUST, I am focusing in the field of wireless communications. It is extremely lucky for me to 

work in a world-class research group, with brilliant and nice professors, and talented students as well. After one year's 

study, I believe HKUST is the right choice for me. 

 
 
 
 

Peng Yang 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2013 

My name is YANG Peng. I got my Bachelor’s degree in Electronic 

Science and Technology at Wuhan University. I am now a PhD student in 

ECE department. I enjoy being a member of HKUST for her excellent 

faculties and research environment as well as its exclusive beauty. Thanks 

to HKUST and HKPFS, I can have the chance to meet and study together 

with the best students from all over the world. 

 

My current research interests include Network-on-Chip (NoC) and Optical Network-on-Chip (ONoC). In large-scale Chip 

multiprocessor (CMP), which is becoming an attractive platform for applications demanding both high performance and 

high energy efficiency, the communication efficiency among cores is crucial for the overall system performance and 

energy consumption. NoC and ONoC are promising candidates to address the communication issue. I hope what I’m 

doing can make a contribution to the future computing system. 

 



Xiaopeng ZHONG 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2013 

It’s a unique opportunity for me to be part of HKUST after I got my 

Bachelor’s Degree from Zhejiang University, China. Life in HKUST is 

wonderful and I love it! This top university in the world has impressed me 

a lot with the excellent faculties and leading research. Especially, ECE 

holds a great academic reputation over the world due to its innovation, 

research and education and it is continuing to shine. Thanks to HKPFS, I 

am concentrating on my research and have more confidence in pursuing 

my PhD degree. I hope my research will make a lasting contribution in 

engineering. After one year in HKUST, I believe that experience here is 

definitely precious and fruitful! Welcome to join us. 

 
 

Thusitha CHANDRAPALA 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2012 

It is indeed a great opportunity for me to get accepted into a PhD program in ECE 

while receiving the HKPF award. I was interested in HKUST and HKPF for several 

reasons. Hong Kong is located in a strategic location where the East meets the West, 

and it is playing a pivotal role in transforming the region into a scientific and 

educational hub. HKUST has been a part of the rapid transformation by rising up to 

become a top ranked research university, especially in the engineering discipline. I get 

to work with top notch faculty and develop my research skills while getting an 

exposure to the Chinese culture. 

My current research interests include Computational neuroscience, Biologically motivated vision and learning. The great 

thing about being an HKPF awardee is that, you are more financially comfortable so that you can focus on research while 

enjoying your stay in Hong Kong. I believe having good grades at UG level with some research exposure and 

extracurricular activities helped me to secure the award.  HK certainly is a vibrant and attractive city to live and learn! I 

hope that I could make a fair contribution to science and continue to have a great time within the next few years as a PhD 

student! 

 

Ahmed Abdul QUADEER 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2012 

My name is Ahmed and I am from Pakistan. I completed my undergraduate 

studies in 2006 at NED University of Engineering and Technology, one of the 

oldest and esteemed engineering universities of Pakistan. The aptitude of 

facing difficult problems and the satisfaction after solving them drove me to 

the field of research and in late 2006, I joined King Fahd University of 

Petroleum & Minerals (KFUPM), Saudi Arabia, as a research assistant and 

obtained my MS degree in Electrical Engineering. My thesis resulted in 1 US 

patent, 1 book chapter, 2 journal papers and  5 conference papers in top 

journals and conferences in the field of signal processing and communication. I 

worked as a lecturer in Electrical Engineering department at KFUPM to enhance my teaching skills while continuing my 

research work. Thus besides teaching, I got involved in many research projects that helped me to learn signal processing 

tools that could be applied in various fields.  

After working for four years as lecturer, I decided to pursue my PhD studies and started applying to different universities. 

My preference was to get admission in a top university in Asia due to personal constraints. I selected HKUST as it was the 



optimal choice for the following two reasons. First, HKUST is one of the top-ranked universities in the field of Electrical 

Engineering and has an excellent, highly reputed, and multi-disciplinary faculty. Second, I was successful in securing the 

prestigious HKPF based on my academic qualifications and research experience.  

After joining HKUST, under the supervision of Dr. Matthew McKay, I decided to challenge myself by working in a 

completely different multi-disciplinary field – computational medicine – in which I study many immunology-related 

problems and use different statistical signal processing tools to come up with potential vaccines against viruses. Currently, 

I am working on Hepatitis C Virus and Influenza. My stay at HKUST has been very pleasant and I am enjoying doing my 

research, thanks to the friendly and highly supportive attitude of my supervisor and the dynamic environment of the 

university. I hope that I can make some significant contributions by my research for the welfare of humanity in general 

and for the people of Hong Kong in particular. 

 

Rui MA 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 

I graduated from Nanjing University, China with Bachelor’s Degree in EE. 

Actually it’s been two years since I joined HKUST. During this period of 

studying, I got a deep look at Hong Kong, and also HKUST. Hong Kong is 

an international city combining both Chinese and western cultures. For us 

mainland China students, Hong Kong is close to us in both physical and 

psychical distances. Also it’s very convenient to go overseas from Hong 

Kong, in terms of academic conferences, research visiting and exchange, and 

internship. The universities in Hong Kong are young but grow very fast. 

HKUST now becomes one of the best universities in Asia and especially the 

School of engineering holds a good academic reputation over the world. HKPF is an amazing fellowship for new RPGs. It 

offers solid financial support so that we could focus our attention on research. HKPF is also an honorable award that 

approves your past achievement and increases your confidence. 

 

Liang LI 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 

"I’m Li Liang, a mainland awardee of HKPFS from UESTC. My major is IC design and about 
a year ago, I heard about HKPFS. At that time, like many of my classmates who were applying 
to graduate schools outside mainland China, I was wandering around different university 
websites. HKUST was one of my target universities because of its good research reputation in 
engineering in Asia. In addition, Hong Kong’s advantage of exposing myself to international 
atmosphere and standards without being too far away from home was very attractive to me. 

When I was doing online application, I saw the HKPFS banner on the webpage. Through reading the introduction and 
asking my friend who was already a postgraduate student in HKUST, I decided to apply for it. Frankly speaking, I lacked 
confidence at that time because HKPFS only selects the best students with potentials of future achievement from all over 
the world and no more than 200 out of thousands of applicants have the chance to be awarded. Although I was not 
confident, I decided on, “if it doesn’t take much time, why not give it a try”. So I submitted my application. Months later, 
it turned out to be a success. I can still remember the exciting feeling when I got the email stating that I was awarded the 
HKPF. 

Looking back now, I think good undergraduate academic performance and my undergraduate research experience 
contributed the most to my successful application and this successful application also increased my confidence somehow. 
Thanks to the HKPFS and the ECE Department, I am now very happy as a member of the ECE big family and working 
hard to realize my dream step by step at being an excellent researcher in IC design.  

You won’t know how far you can go unless you step out and try. HKPFS will help you and won’t let you down!" 

 
 
 



Fan YANG 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 

"I’m YANG Fan. I graduated from Zhejiang University, China, with a Bachelor’s 
Degree and entered ECE, HKUST in fall, 2011. Besides outstanding academic 
performance and research experience, I also won some national and international 
awards, which became solid foundations for me to apply for the HKPF. I thought 
HKUST was a place where I believed I could better realize my dream: to maintain a 
green and efficient life for society, as it has the best professors, state-of-the-art 
facilities and top students with similar dreams from all over the world. I’m new in 
HKUST, but I felt the beauty of it at first sight and began to know more about its 
advantages in all aspects. Within a reasonable timeframe, on this beautiful campus, I 
can focus and plan my life in accordance with my research in IC Design." 

 

Shibo CHEN 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 

"Hello, my name is Chen Shibo. I'm from the University of Science and Technology of China.  

After living in HKUST for a period of time, I now feel it's a really great place. Although it's 
young, it has been one of the top-class universities in the world. As for the ECE Department, 
with such an outstanding group of faculty and so many talented students around, I believe 
everyone here will have a prominent career in the future. 

Actually it's been a long time since I first dreamed about studying in HK. Thanks to the 
HKPFS, my dream has finally come true. With this fellowship, I won't worry about the cost of living any more so I can 
focus on my research and try my best to make some achievements here.  

Anyway, welcome to HKUST! Welcome to ECE!" 

 
 

Lu YANG 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 

"Just graduated from Xi’an Jiaotong University, I’m really very lucky to have the 
opportunity to continue my study in HKUST, a university full of energy and miracles. 
As a young student with ambitions, I hope to devote all my passions to my study, my 
research area and my life. 

The technology of wireless communication can bring much convenience to people’s 
daily life, and has been widely used in communication, transportation, news media and 
other aspects. Wireless communication and networking is one of the most renowned 
areas of excellence in HKUST. I believe my research work here will enable me to 
make contribution to this discipline as well as humankind. 

HKPFS gives me a very strong support in economy so that I can concentrate my efforts on my research. What’s more, in 
the gathering of HKPF awardees, I can also make friends with the excellent people from all over the world.  

In HKUST, there are many excellent supervisors and brilliant, hard-working students. I trust I’ll gain a lot working 
together with the people who cherish the same ideas and follow the same path. I wish we can together contribute towards 
the next miracle of the university." 

 



 

Cheng LI 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 
"My name is LI Cheng and I’m from Shandong province. I got my 
Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering at Zhejiang University. Now my 
PhD program in the ECE Department at HKUST is setting sail. 
The field of automation and robotics really catches my interest 
with its cool technologies and wonderful future, so I choose 
robotics as my specialty, wishing that people will live more 
conveniently and have colorful lives with the help of robots. 
In my opinion, HKPFS is more than a kind of scholarship. I view it 
as an honor of the best students with potential to get higher 

achievement in the world. As a student who aims high, surely I wanted to challenge myself and applied for 
HKPFS. 
Hong Kong is a magic place. It keeps up with the pace of the latest improvements all over the world, while 
the connection between Hong Kong and mainland China can be so close. HKUST has one of the best 
academic environments which will really promote the research of any professors and postgraduate students. 
Moreover, HKUST ranks No. 1 in all Asian universities. So I choose to pursue my PhD degree here." 
 
 

Duo HAN 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2011 

"Hong Kong is an amazing city that every prospective graduate student might look 
forward to. The universities in Hong Kong stand out for their ample resources and 
international atmosphere. HKUST is one of the top universities in Asia and especially 
its Engineering School holds a fantastic reputation throughout the world. There are 
many globally renowned scholars and experts, well-developed research network 
linking Mainland China, Europe and the United States. HKPFS offers a remarkable 
fund covering all the expense of living and learning in HKUST and many opportunities 
of meeting other awarded candidates who are elites in their respective research areas. 
During my studies, I can attend conferences supported by the travel allowance in the 
fellowship. This award renders me to concentrate on my research without considering 

financial issues and pushes me towards being an outstanding scholar in the future." 

 
 
 

Wei CHEN 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

"I obtained my Bachelor's degree from Peking University in 2008. After 
fulfilling my MPhil study at the ECE of HKUST in 2010, I was 
determined to continue to pursue my PhD degree at this university. The 
encouraging environment here for creativity, critical thinking and global 
outlook has enhanced my development greatly. I strongly believe that it 
will lay a solid foundation for my future career." 

 
 
 



Wei DAI 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

"My name is Dai Wei from Zhejiang University. Now I am a PhD student 
and my research interest is in video coding. It was really a coincidence to 
learn about the HKPFS in HK. Once I knew about such a fellowship, I 
made up my mind to apply for this fellowship within a second because of 
the reasons below: 

First of all, this fellowship really provides a lot of money such that I can 
focus on my research without worrying about other things. Second, Hong 

Kong is really a wonderful place for me to study especially in HKUST which is really an excellent school. Third, I think 
Hong Kong is a well known international city where I can broaden my views and experience more compared to other 
places.  

It is almost one year since I came to HK. I think HKPFS has really helped me a lot in pursuing mu studies in this year. 
Moreover, this award enabled me to make a lot of other friends in the university which is really exciting." 

 
 
 

Yunyou LU 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

“I came to the ECE Department, HKUST to study as a PhD student in the 
semiconductor device technology after my undergraduate study in 
mechanical engineering. Engaging with people of different backgrounds 
and areas who may have different manners and philosophy in conducting 
research is of benefit to all of us. Undoubtedly the ECE Department of 
HKUST is one of the world's most active and advanced centers for 
microelectronics research. HKUST is a compactly designed young 

university which is rushing towards new miracles and the Fellowship Scheme is a great support for research and 
international activities.” 

 
 
 

Ying-Khai TEH 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

"I am a PhD candidate in the Integrated Power Electronics Laboratory of 
the ECE Department, under the supervision of Prof Philip Mok. I chose to 
further study in Hong Kong as it is the world city of a growing Asia, 
where many great minds come to share their ideas. I specifically chose 
HKUST as it offers one of the finest IC design research programs in the 
world, proven by its consistent publication records in top IEEE journals 
and conferences. I am grateful for the generous award of HKPFS as it 
solves my financial worries to study in this expensive city." 

 
 



Shu YANG 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

"I am Shu YANG, a PhD candidate in the ECE Department, under the supervision of 
Prof. Kevin J. CHEN. I have been honored with HKPF in 2010-2011. I have been 
making great progress in the research field and am enjoying life here. I must 
emphasize that studying in the HKUST has always been a dream of mine. With 
extraordinary professors, advanced facilities, excellent peers, wonderful academic 
atmosphere, I think I can absolutely tap into my potential and explore the unknown 
world. HKPF has greatly helped me in both life and research, making me focus on my 
research field and providing more opportunities to communicate with professors and 
peers." 

 
 
 
 

Lining ZHANG 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

“I received the HKPF and joined the ECE department in HKUST in September 2010. 
HKUST provides a dynamic research environment to faculties and students. If you 
come to ECE, you will find that there are a lot of smart, energetic and responsible 
faculties around you. From them you will not only learn how to do research but also 
how to prepare yourself for future development.  

The school organizes tea gathering for HKPF awardees every semester and provides us 
with the chance to make friends from different areas. I have benefited a lot from talking to them.  

I am Lining Zhang and strongly recommend you to come to ECE@HKUST.” 

 
 

Weibin ZHANG 
Admitted to PhD(ECE) in 2010 

"Hi, I am ZHANG Weibin, a second year PhD student in the ECE 
department. I come from Guangdong province, China. I spent nearly 10 
years in Shanghai, pursuing my bachelor degree and working. After 
working for a company for about 2 years, I found that it was very boring. 
Besides, I dreamed about going back somewhere near my hometown so 
that I could take care of my parents much better. One day, one of my good 
friends told me that there was a prestigious award –HKPF—in Hong 
Kong. I decided to try it. One of the key things was to choose which 

school to go to. Apparently, excellent faculty is very important. However, I also liked to study somewhere near the 
seaside. Thus I chose HKUST. Fortunately, I was one of the 135 lucky guys that were in the first batch of awardees of the 
HKPF. After two years of study in HKUST, I found that life here is somewhat different from what I thought before. 
Because of the high expectation of the department as well as my supervisor, I feel much pressure here. Maybe you should 
check another meaning for HKUST before coming here. If you want to challenge yourself and do something really good, 
come here. Hope to meet you here and be your friend!" 

 


